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What if You... Gors st permnio
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»Had three little children »Had a husband/partner who o
and no child care? expects you to be at home at night?

»Did poorly in school and think

»Didn’t have a car or cash .
your child’s problems are your fault?

for the bus?
»Had to work Monday nights when

»Didn’t speak English and the PTA always has its meetings?

there was not an interpreter

at the school? >Saw the PTA as a snobby “in

crowd” that ignores people who
don’t dress a certain way, speak

»Were a grandparent raising
English well, or live in a “nice”

a child and found the school

) e i . neighborhood?
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Switching Places:
What if You Found... G ey
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# The school is difficult to find  # The school does not encourage

within the community? parents to volunteer?

# The parking is limited and # There is not a person designated
there are not designated to work with parents and address
parent/visitor spaces”? their concerns?

# It is difficult to get an # The building does not reflect the
appointment with the principal? diversity of the school population?

# You have been ignored or # There is not a system in place to
treated rudely by the communicate school news and
school secretary? events with families regularly?
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Family-Friendly Self-Assessment
Statistics and Research
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7 What o
Partnership Schools Overview e e
National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships

ZHow

Georgia’s Virtual Family-Friendly Partnership Schools
Georgia Family-Friendly Partnership Schools Award
7Questions
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S S N How Family - Friendly Is Your School?
. A Part of the Georgia Family - Friendly Partnership School Initiative

£ 7 .
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Before viewing the Georgia Virtual Family - Friendly Partnership Schools , take a
minute to complete this self assessment. How family - friendly is your school? In
column one place a check mark beside the items you feel represent your school.
Then, after viewing the Georgia Virtual Family - Friendly Partnership Schools
review your choices . Do you still think your school is family - friendly in those
areas? Now using column two place an X beside the items you would like to
improve or implement in your school.

1. The school is easy to find within the community and the front entrance of the
building can be easily identified.

2. The front of the school depicts a welcoming environment that naturally
makes families and visitors feel accepted and at ease.

3. The school provides various guest badges upon sign in representing either a
parent, a volunteer, or a visitor.

4. The front office staff is friendly and helpful. They assist and recognize visitors
immediately, as well as answer the phone and treat visitors politely.

\\

Richard Woods,
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According to the National Center for
Children in Poverty at Columbia
University, more than 74 million
children (birth to age eighteen) live in
the United States.

Of those more than 74 million
children, about 42% live in low-
income families.


http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/

What Does (hat Mean? Q&OE
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#t Low-income = unable to afford basic necessities cadoc.ong

t Poverty can impede a child’s ability to learn and contnbute to
social, emotional and behavioral problems.

i

n Sadly, the number of children in poverty has been rlsmg steadlly
smce '2000.
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HOW DO WE GET
FAMILIES INVOLVED?

[ Change the CULTURE! }
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Core Beliefs GEOE

Richard Woods,
Georgia’s School Superintendent
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Parents have dreams for their redecios
children and want the best for them. '

I.  All parents have the capacity to support
their children’s learning.

II. Parents and school staff should be
equal partners.

Ill. Responsibility for building partnerships between
school and home rests primarily with school staff,
especially school leaders.
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Parents Are More Likely to
Become Involved When: S
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»Parents understand that they
SHOULD be involved.

»Parents feel CAPABLE of
making a contribution.

> Parents feel INVITED by their
school and children.
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According to the book, Beyond the Bake Sale:
The Essential Guide for Family-School
Partnerships by Anne Henderson, Karen Mapp,
Vivian Johnson, and Don Davies (2007),
welcoming environments provide parents with
a reciprocal relationship where not only do
they feel that they belong to the school, but
the school belongs to them.
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Lack of opportunities & focti Lack of
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Process Conditions Organizational Conditions Y
¢ Linked to learning ¢ Systemic: across the organization y e co Mlng

OPPORTUNITY Relational ¢ Integrated: embedded in all

. . : hy
CONDITIONS | @ bt e i poates e [N

Interactive infrastructure

To build and enh the capacity of staff/families in the “4 C" s L
POLICY AND || .’ Capabiities (skilis and knowledge) — The Dual Capac:ty-
PROGRAM Connections (networks)

QLS (] e e s Building Framework
for Family-School

School and Program Families who

FAMILY « onor oz ::lg:?:tfi:lt; Partner ShipS

families” funds of Supporters
AND STAFF knowledge Effective Encouragers
CAPACITY Connect family Family-School Monitors

engagement to Partnerships Advocates
OUTCOMES student leamning Supporting Student Decision Makers

Create welcoming, Achievement Collaborators

- inviting cultures & School
I Improvement _
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When it comes to partnering with families and the ““
community, how does your school rank?

e e s s == RO B st e e ————iaaiat == = = = = mn = g g L L R I

There are four levels of achievement when defining schools
based on partnership:

N\

Partnership School

Open-Door School
Come-IF-We-Call School
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Partnership School

Bridging the Gap and Connecting to thé™ ™ us
Parents of Children in Your Schools...

We must build a bridge between home and school but
also between home and student.
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Five Categories
Georgia’s School :Lc::rt;:tvev::::é
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1. Building Relationships
2. Linking to Learning

3. Addressing Differences
4. Supporting Advocacy
5. Sharing Power
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. Building Relationships

» Family center is always open and full of
interesting learning materials to borrow

»Home visits/school tours are available for
new families

. > Personal communication and contact is
B N .
&' encouraged and evident

‘ »Building is open to community use and social
services are available to families
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. Link to Learning o

> All family activities connect to what BETCTIED
students are learning SIS

Ry A
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» Parents and teachers look at student BRI PN
work and test results together B S

ay

» Community groups offer tutoring and
homework programs at the school

» Students’ work goes home every week,
with a scoring guide
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» Interpreters are readily available

» Teachers use books and materials
about families’ cultures

» PTA includes all families

» Local groups help staff reach
parents
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»There is a clear, open process for
resolving problems

» Teachers contact families
regularly to discuss student
progress and concerns

» Student-led parent-teacher
conferences are held three
times a year for thirty minutes
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Georgia’s School Superintendent
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. Sharing Power

» Parents and teachers research issues
such as prejudice and tracking

|y

»Parent group is focused on improving
student achievement

together > Families are involved in all
major decisions

» Parents can use the school’s office equipment

» Staff work with local organizations to improve the school
and neighborhood
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PTA’s National Standards
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The focus is not
 what schools should
do to involve
parents — it is
what parents,
schools, and
communities can do
together to support
student success.
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Welcoming All Families
into the
School Community

Families are active participants
in the life of the school, and

Welcoming feel welcomed, valued, and

l connected to each other, to
Families school staff, and to what
St students are learning and

doing in class.
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Click on one of the schools to explore
what makes it family-friendly.
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Where to Start:
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Family - Friendly Partnership School Walk - Through
Part of the Georgia Family - Friendly Partnership School Initiative

School Name: City, State:

Type of School (Please Circle): Elemantary Middle High
At this school, 1 am a (Please Circle All that Apply):  Parent  Teacher  Administrator  Staff  Community Membar  Other

For the following, please circle the box that you observe during your walk-through:

SA—Strongly Agree; A— Agree; N—Neutral; D - Disagres; SD - Strongly Disagree

WELCOMING ALL FAMILIES
Families are active participants in the life of the school, and feel welcomed, valued, and connected to each other, to school staff, and
to what students are learning and doing in class.
“Parents report that a welcoming process creates a sense of belonging. Not only do parents feel that they belong to the school,
but they also feel that the school belongs to them.” z)

~
] - Family - Friendly School Parent Survey
Part of the Georgia Family - Friendly Partnership School initiative
For the following questions, please circle the answer that you agree with the most:
| feel welcome and accepted at my child’s school. YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
SURE APPLY
| enjoy visiting my child’s school. YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
SURE APPLY
The school has parking spaces for parents. YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
SURE APPLY
| am able to find my way easily around the school. YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
SURE APPLY
The school has opportunities that allow me to meet and YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
speak with the staff at my child’s school. SURE APPLY
My child’s principal and assistant principal are available and YES NO NOT DOES NOT
easy to approach. SURE APPLY
| am comfortable going to the front office when visiting my YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
child's school. SURE APPLY
The school’s front office staff is nice, polite, and helpful. YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
SURE APPLY
The school has a translator for non-English speaking families YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
when needed. SURE APPLY
The school provides written materials in languages other YES | NO NOT DOES NOT
than English for non-English speaking families. SURE APPLY

There are dedicated parking spots for parents at the front entrance of the school. SA A N D SD
The school provides opportunities for parent training and education. SA A N D SD
The front office staff is helpful and friendly to all visitors SA A N D SD
The school has established support networks that are available to parents. SA A N D SD
The school uses home visits to share information with families. SA A N D 5D
The principal is open and available to parants to discuss various issues and schedule SA A N D SD
meetings.

The school makes it easy for parents that do not speak English to participate in activities or SA A N D SD
receive information over the phone or in person.
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Let’'s Put the Tool to Use! G
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Click on one of the schools to explore —

CREDITS
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Are you a Georgia
Family — Friendly s
Partnershcp Scl«ool? o

Apply for tlle Awarcl!
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Georgia Family Friendly
Partnership School Awards Q"%OE
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“Educating Georgia’s Future”

Eligibility s

* The school must be identified as a schoolwide Title | school.

* The school must not be designated as a Priority School or Focus
School under the Georgia Waiver for ESEA requirements.

* The school may not have been a Family-Friendly Partnership
School Award recipient within the last five years. ‘

~
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. Selection Winners

» A panel of six judges * Georgia Family — Friendly
assesses the written Partnership School title of distinction
applications. * A welcome mat and plaque

* Up to twenty finalists * Press release from the GaDOE
are announced. * Letter of Recognition from the

* Judges conduct surprise School Superintendent
school site visits to * Recognition in spotlight award
determine winners. publication

- Up to ten schools are * Special professional learning
announced as winners. opportunity provided by the

P Ritz-Carlton
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November December:
thruiiViarch April 2016
2015 2015/2016

¢

-
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Georgia Family Friendly

Partnership School Awards
_ Application -

Georgia’s

Richard Woods,
School Superintendent
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Section A: School Information
Section B: School Data
Section C: Parent Survey
Section D: Short Answer
Section E: Attachments

Section F: Essay

The Georgia
Family — Friendly
Partnership School
Awards are annual
awards that
recognize Title |
schools for their
exceptional
commitment to
fostering welcoming
environments that
encourage families
to become active
partners in

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) and the
Georgia Parental Information and Resource Center

(GA PIRC) launched the Georgia Family —Friendly
Partnership School Initiative inthe summer of 2010to
assist schools, families and communities in working
together to create welcoming environmentsthroughout
Georgia's varied school communities. A welcoming
environment increases family engagement which, inturn,
helpsstudents earn better grades graduate from high
schoal and enrall in post se condary education. Thisaward
takes the initiative a step further by re cognizing schools
that have gone above and beyond to create an
environment where families and community members
feelthey belong, andin turn, play animportant role in
supportingtheir school student success.

Aprl= Antinc Mandlbaa

improving stud
achievement and
success.

—

Completed application packets must be received on or
befora 5:00 p.m. on

Thursday, May 10, 2012,
Learn more at:

http:/fwww.gadoe. org/School-lmprovement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/Georgia-Family-Friendly.aspx
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It’s On the Website...
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Georgia Department of Education Richard Woods, Georgia's School Superintendent

Offices & Divisioi's~  Programs & Initiatives-  Da.a & Reporting-  Learning & Curriculum~  State Board & Policy~  Finance & Operations-  Contact
~— _—
)3V AR LTRSS Superintendent Woods on his first official school visits

B Georgia
~ Student Growth Model
Student Growth Percentile Data

|
]
|
|
|
|
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It’s all Online...

Parent Engagement Program

Richard Woods,
s School Superintendent
cating Georgia’s Future”
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Contact Information

Nathan Schult

Parent Engagement Program Manager
Phone: 404-463-1956

Fax: 770-344-4528

Email: nschult@doe k12 ga.us

Join us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
The Georgia PIC Network Blog

Parent Engagement Programs’ Links

Parent Engagement is an ongoing process that increases active PIC Network Information
participation, communication, and collaboration between parents, schools, Parental Involvement Compliance
and communities with the goal of educating the whole child to ensure Documents

student achievement and success. Parent Engagement Month 2014
Academic Parent-Teacher Teams
(APTT)

Parent Engagement Resources

The Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program ensures
that Title |, Part A parental involvement regulations are met with meaningful and
strategic actions to build parent capacity as mandated by the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). Schools and districts must ensure
that strong strategies are in place to: 1) build capacity to involve
parents/stakeholders in an effective partnership with the school; and 2) share
and support high student academic achievement.

Parent Engagement Publications
School Transition

Georgia's Family-Friendly Partnership
School Initiative

) N Best GET INVOLVED Parent Videos
The research is clear that when schfjols anﬁjannhesgu pport‘each other, Parent Leadership Recognition
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...and more!

Search this site.. 1ard Woods,
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Georgia Department of Education Richard Woods, Georgia's School Superintendent  gadoe.org

Offices & Divisions Programs & Initiatives Data & Reporting Learning & Curriculum State Board & Policy Finance & Operations Contact

h =»School Improvement - Federal Programs - Georgia's Family-Friendly Partnership School Initiative

Georgia's Family-Friendly Partnership School Initiative

H an d (0] Ut Contact
: o = Nathan Schult
R 45 N QEeiee Parent Engagement Program Manager
A @~ , Phone: 404-463-1956
DOW N I ) ad Sl A VY ¥ Fax 770-344-4528
T | 2 : Email: nschult@doe k12.ga.us

Handouts

= 2015 Georgia's Family-Friendly
Partnership School Awards!

= Georgia Family—Friendly Partnership
School Award Handout

Why Create A Family-Friendly Partnership School? = SNEFGeongR Ty frieadly

Partnership Schools Awards Booklet
According to the book Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide for Family- = Welcoming Environments Overview
School Partnerships by Anne Henderson, Karen Mapp, Vivian Johnson, and Don Powerpoint

— Davies (2007) welcoming environments provide parents with a reciprocal = Welcome Letter ——
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Contact Information

Richard Woods,
Georgia’s School Superintendent

Nathan Schult g e adoeorg
Program Manager
Parent Engagement Program
404-463-1956
nschult@doe.k12.ga.us

(7c%OE Ga .‘ OE

Georgia Department of Education Georgia Department of Education

Richard Woods, Georgia's School Superi ntendent Richard Woods, Georgia's School Superintendent

—— Keisha Jeffries ——
Communications Specialist
Parent Engagement Program
404-656-2633
kjeffries@doe.k12.ga.us
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QuePons?
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