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Starting Statements and Purpose of this Presentation 
The purposes of this presentation are…

• To explain the standard DLI Model in Georgia as well as the growth and current 
availability of these programs.

• To focus on the broad/specific research based benefits available to all students using 
this model.

• To explain the growing need for language study in general and ESOL delivery 
strategies specifically.

• To focus on what we have learned about teaching literacy and 2nd language 
acquisition using the DLI model.

• Connecting the DLI model with the broader curriculum, societal context and 
workforce demands.
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World Languages in 
the Elementary School

• FLEX (Foreign Language 
Exploratory)

• FLES (Foreign Language in 
the Elementary School)

• DLI (Dual Language 
Immersion)

DLI is a K-12 commitment
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Source: Center for Applied Linguistics, “Growth of TWI Programs, 1962–Present,”

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School 
Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

A brief History of DLI Programs in Georgia.

2007 – First DLI Charter School in Georgia is established at Unidos Dual Language 

School in Clayton County (Charter – now magnet school)

2008 – First non charter public DLI program is established at Beulah ES in Douglas 

County

2008- World Language Academy starts in Hall County Georgia (Charter)

2013-2014 = 6 schools

2015- = 19 schools

2016-2017 = 37 schools

2017-2018 = 40 schools + 6 confirmed for next year

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
domestic and global  job marketplace 
of today and tomorrow!

Dual Language Immersion Program enrollments by 
language

Spanish = 3,483

French = 414

German = 219

Chinese = 158

Known benefits include:
Cognitive gains
Economic benefits
Increased academic achievement
Improving students’ ability to learn a second 
language
Increased English literacy skills
Increased performance on standardized tests
Higher attendance rates 
Better understanding of other cultures and 
greater language proficiency!

World language education makes a world of difference!
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What is DLI?

A form of education in which students are taught literacy 
and content in two languages.  

Two Way One Way

Two language groups being 
schooled through their two 
languages.

One language group being 
schooled through two
languages.
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The Georgia Model

• 50/50

• each child = 

1 immersion language 
teacher + 1 English partner 
teacher

• separation of languages

• DLI Programs in Georgia 
exist in Spanish, German, 
French and Chinese.
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So what is the research telling us about DLI?

Thomas, W. & Collier, V. 
(2012).  Dual Language 
Education for a 
Transformed World.

Published by American 
Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Cambridge, 
MA, 2016

http://www.cal.org/twi/toolkit/index.htm
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Source: the State of Languages in the U.S.  A Statistical Portrait (Commission on 
Language Learning – American Academy of Arts and Sciences)
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Source: Thomas & Collier Research

Longitudinal 
studies not cross-

sectional.

Recommended 
Reading: The 

Astounding 
Effectiveness of 
Dual Language 

Education for All
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Improved Academic 
Performance

Immersion students 
perform as well as or 
better than non-
immersion students on 
standardized tests of 
language arts and 
mathematics, even 
when these tests are 
administered in English.

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

2/19/2018 16

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-
language/2017/11/dual_language_immersion_programs_boost_student_achievement_in_english.html?cmp=soc-edit-tw
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Enhanced Cognitive 
Skills

Due to the demands of processing two 
languages, dual immersion students 
typically:

• Develop greater cognitive flexibility; 

• Demonstrate increased attention control, 
better memory, and superior problem 
solving skills; and

• Experience enhanced understanding of 
their primary language.

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Closing or Narrowing of  
the Achievement Gap

While English learners get “bogged down in ESL or mainstream English 
classes, where the curriculum is only instructed in English, they typically 
only close half of the achievement gap with English speakers, and they 
tend to fall further behind in school. Dual language education, when 

implemented properly, prevents this from happening,” - 2012 report by 
the Joint National Committee for Languages in Washington
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Higher Second Language 
Proficiency

Biliteracy
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1133 Seals!

Spanish = 878 Seals of Biliteracy 

German = 43 Seals of Biliteracy 

French = 198 Seals of Biliteracy 

Mandarin = 7 Seals of Biliteracy 

Latin = 1 Seal of Biliteracy 

Czech = 1 Seal of Biliteracy

Haitian-Creole = 2 Seals of Biliteracy

Other European Languages =  3 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Enhanced Global Citizenship

Immersion students are better prepared to collaborate and communicate 
across linguistic and political boundaries to solve problems as a result of 

the demands of their learning environments, and they evidence more 
positive attitudes toward other peoples and other cultures.

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Why is this important?
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
domestic and global  job marketplace 
of today and tomorrow!

World language education makes a world of difference!

Spanish Thai Akan
French Bosnian Slovakian
German Bulgarian Nahuatl
Greek Romanian Urdu
Hebrew Swahili Amharic
Hindi Punjabi Czech
Italian Maya Khmer
Japanese Hmong Mixteco
Korean Hungarian Zapotec
Lao Iranian Somali
Filipino Gujarati Ukranian
Polish Haitian Creole
American Indian Portuguese Farsi
Vietnamese Russian Dutch
Chinese Swedish Arabic
Turkish

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

2/19/2018 25

Source:  National Center for 
Education Statistics (March 2017)

The percentage of public school 
students in the United States 
who were English language 
learners (ELLs) was higher in 
school year 2014–15 (9.4 
percent, or 4.6 million students) 
than in 2004–05 (9.1 percent, or 
4.3 million students). In 2014–15, 
the percentage of public school 
students who were ELLs ranged 
from 1.0 percent in West Virginia 
to 22.4 percent in California.
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Source: State of Language in the United States –
American Councils for International Education.

Source: Atlanta Office of International Affairs.
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Growth of job skills demand 
for multilingual employees 
in DC area. 
http://dcimmersion.org/201
7/05/06/growing-demand-
for-bilingual-employees-in-
the-dc-region/
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QUIZ:
They asked a group of Japanese business professionals what they 
considered to be the most important language of global 
commerce.  What did these professionals answer?

a)English
b)Japanese
c)Chinese
d)German
e)Spanish
f) French

http://www.gadoe.org/
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They asked a group of Japanese business professionals what they 
considered to be the most important language of global 
commerce.  What did these professionals answer?

Answer:

The language 
of the 

customer
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Google is available in 123 different languages! Alibaba is available in 16 languages!
Facebook is available in 101 languages! Snapchat is available in 25 languages!
Twitter is available in 33 languages! Microsoft office is available in 102 languages!
Instagram is available in 25 languages! Wikipedia is available in 299 languages!
Youtube is available in 76 languages! Coca Cola Journey is available in 24 languages!
Whatsapp is available in 40 languages! Waze App is available in 27 languages!
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When it comes to literacy- there are more 
universal commonalities than differences 
with standard literacy instruction when 
teaching world languages.  
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Georgia State University launches
First Dual Immersion Early Childhood Education
Endorsement Program in the state of Georgia!
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Keep all the doors to your success open!
Learn a language!

What are some of the benefits?Academic Benefits!
• Increased English Literacy
• Increased Academic Achievement
• Higher SAT/ACT Scores
• Higher attendance 
• Print awareness / Reading ability
• Easier to learn additional Languages
• Reinforces other subject areas (Math)
• Narrows the achievement gap

Cognitive Benefits!
• Multitasking
• Attention Control
• Increased memory
• Delay Dementia
• Creative Problem Solving
• Develops verbal & spatial skills
• Decision making

Career Benefits!
• Increased access to jobs
• Increased chance of being hired
• Increased career earnings
• Increased career advancement
• Globally competitive
• Increasingly valued in the job market

(Domestically and globally)
• Growth of online retail/global sales

Social/Cultural Benefits!
• Increased cultural competency
• Increased travel opportunities
• Builds Teamwork
• Builds Tolerance / Respect for others
• Builds cross-cultural communication
• Connects with Heritage
• Builds global perspective
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• Supporting students in their native language is a critical component of improving overall 
English Literacy for EL students! 

• Providing non-EL students with a sustained language immersion education also improves 
overall English Literacy while at the same time increasing target language proficiency and 
provides well-documented academic and cognitive benefits.  (Beneficial for all)

• The research evidence to support the claims of the Dual Language Immersion Model is clear and 
mounting.  (cognitive gains, economic benefit, increase academic achievement, narrowing the 
achievement gap, higher 2nd language acquisition, increased English literacy, increased performance 
on standardized test, higher attendance rates, increased intercultural competency)

• Students in the DLI Model effectively get a double dose of Literacy.  Additionally, the ESOL 
Partner teacher is able to focus more on the literacy side as they are not burdened by teaching 
math and science as well.

• One of the main advantages of this method is that content skill development continues 
concurrently with acquiring English skills – The “keeping up with content” in the L1 supports 
while the L2 capability is increased. (1+1=3) – synergistic effect- no break in content instruction.

• There is a growing need for multi-lingual individuals in the workforce and it provides students a 
competitive advantage when entering the job market.  (Both domestically and internationally)
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