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GA Reading
US Reading

Georgia’s NAEP Fourth Grade Reading 
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National Assessment of Educational Progress – 4th Grade Outcomes





Relationship between 3rd grade reading 
and 8th grade math in Georgia
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Agreeing on the Shared Expectation

State Literacy Plan L4
Sets a path for our state 
to place literacy at the 
forefront of everything 
we do. 

• Originally drafted in 2011.

• Revised with input from 
Georgia’s community partners, 
higher education faculty, 
teachers, school leaders, and 
students. 



stakeholders building blocks 
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1. Effective Leadership
2. Coherent Instructional 

System
3. Supportive Learning 

Environment
4. Professional Capacity
5. Family and Community 

Engagement

Five Building Blocks
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Scaling What Works

• 16 statewide trainings, over 3,500 teachers and administrators 

• 298 schools and early learning projects in 43 districts

• 182,000 students

• 100% of elementary schools receiving SRCL funds saw increase 
in children performing at grade level in reading comprehension 
from 2014‐2016 
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Scaling What Works
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Scaling What Works: Georgia’s 
Striving Readers Grant
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Scaling What Works: SRCL
Schools that are Beating the Odds

Key Characteristics:
• Assessment‐informed 

instruction
• Evidence‐based practices
• Response to Intervention
• Electronically‐based 

reading interventions (6‐12)

Key Instructional Frameworks, 
K‐5:
• Writing every day
• Interactive read alouds
• Shared reading 

Key Instructional Frameworks, 
6‐12:
• Writing every day
• Strategies that engaged all 

students in text
• Content literacy strategies in 

all disciplines
• Strong professional learning 

model



Scaling What Works
• Whole school focus
• Engaged leaders
• Data‐informed instruction
• Research‐proven strategies
• Personalize instruction
• Tiered supports
• Writing every day
• Interactive read alouds
• Supported reading



Evidence-Based 
Practices
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Social, Emotional, 
and Cognitive 
Development

Language 
Development

Reading 
Development 

Complexity of 
Literacy

Writing 
Development Professional 

Learning for 
Educators

Community 
Coalitions 

Digital 
Literacy 

Development 
Addressing 
Dyslexia



Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Identifying Literacy 
Instruction

• ELA Instructional Framework 
 ELA 
 Math
 Science
 Social Studies 

• Pervasive Instructional Practices 
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Literacy Champions
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Goals
• Encourage students’ voices in literacy at 

schools and in the community by enhancing 
student awareness

• Cultivate engagement of community 
partners

• Enrich school culture with student‐driven 
programming around literacy

• Celebrate literacy‐rich activities in schools 
and communities



Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Literacy Champions 
Partners

• Georgia Public Library Service
• Award‐winning Author, Carmen Deedy

• Livestream Event on 8.25.17  
• Public Service Announcements

• https://vimeo.com/nightglass/review/233325293/78a45d6691
• https://vimeo.com/nightglass/review/233325902/1255a11d5d

• GaDOE
• Communications Team
• Family Community Partnerships
• 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
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Literacy Champions 
Posters
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Elementary

Middle School*

High School
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L4 Twitter Takeover

• Highlights Literacy Champions statewide
• Teachers selected to “takeover” our @GaDOEELA
Twitter page 

• Selected weekly
• Allowed to post messages, photos and/or video 
submissions of students engaging in Literacy activities 

• Encouraged to invite parents to submit photos of 
students engaged at home/in community 
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Thinking Ahead: 
Literacy for Learning, Living, and 
Leading
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