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Evidence-Based Overview

The Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (Pub. L. No. 
114-95) opts for evidence-based strategies and/or 
interventions to improve teaching, learning, and 
schools. 20 USC 6311 (g)(2)(H). Throughout the law's 
text, ESSA conditions the use of federal monies on 
SEAs', LEAs', and other eligible entities' employing 
evidence-based activities.
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Evidence-Based Defined 
20 USC 7801 (21)(A)

Evidence-based refers to an activity, strategy, or intervention that:

Demonstrates a statistically significant effect on improving student 
outcomes or other relevant outcomes based on: 

1. strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-
implemented experimental study;

2. moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well-
implemented quasi-experimental study; or

3. promising evidence from at least one well-designed and well-
implemented correlational study with statistical controls for selection 
bias

4. Demonstrates a rationale (logic model) based on high-quality research 
findings or positive evaluation that such activity, strategy, or 
intervention is likely to improve student outcomes or other relevant 
outcomes.

Includes ongoing efforts to examine the effects of such activity, strategy, or 
intervention.
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Strong Evidence
Guidance from USDE

USDE considers an experimental study to be "well-designed 
and well-implemented" if it meets the What Works 
Clearinghouse evidence standards without reservations or is 
of the equivalent quality for making causal inferences.
Additionally, USDE notes that to provide strong evidence, a 
study should:
• Show a statistically significant and positive effect of the intervention on 

a student or other relevant outcome.

• Not to be overridden by statistically significant and negative evidence 
on the same intervention in other studies that meet WWC evidence 
standards with or without reservations or are the equivalent quality for 
making causal inferences.

• Have a large sample and multisite sample.

• Have a sample that overlaps with the populations and settings 
proposed to receive the intervention.
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Moderate Evidence
Guidance from USDE

USDE considers a quasi-experimental study to be "well-
designed and well-implemented" if it meets WWC evidence 
standards with reservations or is of the equivalent quality for 
making causal inferences.
Additionally, USDE suggests that to provide moderate 
evidence, the study should:
• Show a statistically significant and positive effect of the intervention on 

a student outcome or other relevant outcome.
• Not be overridden statistically significant and negative evidence on the 

intervention from other findings in studies that meet WWC evidence 
standards with or without reservations or are the equivalent quality for 
making causal inferences.

• Have a large sample and a multisite sample.
• Have a sample that overlaps with the populations or settings proposed 

to receive the intervention.
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Promising Evidence
Guidance from USDE

USDE states there must be at least one well-designed and 
well-implemented correlational study with statistical controls 
for selection bias on the intervention. The study should also 
use sampling and/or analytic methods to reduce or account for 
differences between the intervention group and a comparison 
group.

Additionally, ED advises that to provide promising evidence, 
the study should:
• Show a statistically significant and positive effect of the intervention on a 

student outcome or other relevant outcome.

• Not be overridden by statistically significant and negative evidence on 
that intervention from findings in studies that meet WWC evidence 
standards with or without reservations or are the equivalent quality for 
making causal inferences.
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Demonstrates a Rationale

To demonstrate a rationale, the intervention should:

• Be informed by research or an evaluation that 
suggests how the intervention is likely to improve 
relevant outcomes.

• Be reviewed/studied, ideally producing promising 
evidence or higher, that will happen as part of the 
intervention or is underway elsewhere to inform 
stakeholders about the success of the intervention.
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EB Basic Principles

ESSA details that to meet standards of effectiveness, 
a strategy/intervention/activity carried out with 
federal funds under ESEA must be based on 
evidence-based research that the program or 
activity will help students meet challenging state 
academic standards and any local academic 
standards 20 USC 7151 (b)(1)(C).
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EB Basic Principles

USDE has explained that ESSA should spur innovations 
developed by educators at the local level and 
evidence-based strategies for high-need students

Letter to Chief State Sch. Officers, 115 LRP 57571 (OSEP 12/11/15)
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EB Basic Principles

USDE has suggested the use of a five-step process 
for implementing evidence-based activities:

1) identify local needs;

2) select relevant, evidence-based interventions;

3) plan for implementation;

4) implement; and

5) examine and evaluate effectiveness of interventions

Nonregulatory Guidance: Using Evidence to Strengthen 
Education Investments.
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What are Evidence-Based 
Interventions?

Evidence-based interventions are practices or 
programs that have evidence to show that they are 
effective at producing results and improving 
outcomes when implemented as intended. 
Generally, findings about evidence have been 
produced through published peer-reviewed studies 
and research.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education
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Expectations for Successful 
Evidence-Based Interventions

Evidence-Based Interventions (EBIs) have been 
shown to have a positive effect on the outcomes of 
interests (e.g., student literacy, school climate, on-
time graduation). Although prior positive findings 
increase the odds of future success, they don't 
guarantee it. Evidence-based interventions will be 
more likely to have a positive effect if you implement 
them in a context and with the fidelity consistent 
with the original research.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education
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Instructional Understandings
About EBIs/EBPs

➢Evidence-Based Interventions (EBIs)/Practices 
(EBPs) are generally content specific and result in 
positive impacts on academics and behavior.

➢Data-based decisions are used to help determine 
instruction and interventions for all students.
➢student response to interventions 

➢fidelity of implementation
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What are Evidence-Based 
Interventions/Practices?

Are Content 
Specific

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Learner 
Dependent

Supported by 
Research
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Instructional Understandings 
About Implementing Evidence-
Based Practices

➢High-Leverage Practices (HLPs) are a set of strategies 
used across all content areas that are necessary to 
support student learning.

➢When High-Leverage Practices (HLPs) are coupled with 
Evidence-Based Interventions/Practices (EBIs/EBPs), 
they provide a continuum of supports that result in a 
rapid response to academic and behavioral needs.

(http://www.teachingworks.org/work-of-teaching/high-leveragepractices)
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High-Leverage Practices (HLPs)

Fundamental to 
effective teaching

Cut across content 
domains and 
grade levels

Used frequently
Supported by 

research
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Resources for Evaluating 
and Selecting
Evidence-Based Practices
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NCII
Interventions
Tools Chart

http://www.intensive
intervention.org/chart/
Instructional
intervention-tools

What Works
Clearinghouse

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee
/wwc/findwhatworks.
aspx

Best Evidence
Encyclopedia

http://www.best
evidence.org/ 

Tessie Bailey, American Institutes for Reseach
(tbailey@air.org) 3

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

2/4/2019 20

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Evidence-Based Interventions: 
Context Matters

Context Matters: Every intervention is implemented 
in a particular context and with a particular 
population. If you implement an intervention that 
evidence has demonstrated worked, but in a context 
different from your own (e.g., different enrollment 
size or community characteristics) or with students 
different than those you plan to serve (e.g., English 
language learners, students with disabilities), it is not 
known whether the intervention will address the 
challenge you are attempting to tackle. This means 
that you have to look for the strongest available 
evidence for your context.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education
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Evidence-Based Interventions: 
Fidelity Matters

Fidelity Matters: Evidence on whether an 
intervention works also specifically relates to how 
the intervention was implemented. Changing parts of 
an intervention—for example, adapting materials, 
conducting trainings on a different frequency, or 
omitting or adding content— can reduce the 
relevance of the prior evidence on the intervention. 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education
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Evidence-Based Interventions: 
Program Effectiveness

“Discovering what works does not solve the 
problem of program effectiveness. Once models 
and best practices are identified, practitioners are 
faced with the challenge of implementing programs 
properly. A poorly implemented program can lead 
to failure as easily as a poorly designed one.”

Mihalic, Irwin, Fagan, Ballard, & Elliott, 2004
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EB and Georgia Requirements

LEAs must specify in the budget line item description whether the 
strategy/intervention is supported by a strong, moderate, or promising 
evidence base or demonstrates a rationale that is documented by a logic 
model on file with the LEA.  This requirement applies to these budget 
function codes:  1000, 2100, 2210, 2213, 2400, 2900

Examples:

Expendable computer equipment (Desktops (6 at $795 = $4 770)  
Chromebooks (3 at $252 = $756)  Shipping $100) to support student 
instruction at Private Schools (Rationale) [1000-616]

Equity Gap 1: Purchased professional services for professional learning 
(ASCD Reflective Coaching (9 days)) (Rationale) [2213-300]

Equity Gap 1: Books (Creating a Culture of Reflective Practice and Teach  
Reflect  Learn) for professional learning for instructional coaches  
assistant principals  aspiring leaders and master teachers (Rationale) 
[2213-642]

Equity Gap 1: Funds to support the costs associated in attending a PLC 
conference for job embedded professional learning (strong) [2213-810]
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EB and Georgia Requirements

Documentation of the evidence base of interventions must be 
on file at the LEA and will be reviewed during the cross-
functional monitoring process. The GaDOE has provided an 
optional set of templates that LEAs may use to collect and 
maintain their evidence-base documentation in our Federal 
Programs Handbook HERE (beginning on page 110).
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EB and Georgia Requirements

In reviewing the evidence base of an intervention, the GaDOE
federal programs will consistently look to the LEAs’ reference 
and support for the evidence base through the following 
sources: 

➢ ESSA Definition of Evidence-Based 

➢ Program Specific Non-Regulatory Guidance 

➢ US ED Non-Regulatory Guidance: Strengthening Education        
Investments 
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Griffin-
Spalding

County

Share and discuss 
Griffin-Spalding’s EBP 
Template
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Southeast 
Georgia's EBP 
Collaborative 

Work

Georgiana Darsey will 
share work on their 
Repository of EBP 
evidence
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Southeast LEAs’ Collaborative 
Work on EBP

Georgiana Darsey of Bulloch County will share this 
collaborative work shown below:
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Camden 
County

Denise Cato and Camden 
County's Evidence-Based 
Intervention Log
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Camden County’s Work on EBP
Denise Cato of Camden County will share her 
Evidence-Based Intervention Log template below:
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Barrow 
County

David Beeland will 
share Barrow County’s 
work on EBP
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Learning More About EBP

The IRIS Center at Peabody College of Vanderbilt 
University has developed three modules on EBP:

• EBP (Part 1): Identifying and Selecting a Practice or Program

• EBP (Part 2): Implementing a Practice or Program with Fidelity

• EBP (Part 3): Evaluating Learner Outcomes and Fidelity

Link: https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/ebp_01/

2/4/2019 37

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/ebp_01/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Learning More About EBP

• Evidence Based Intervention Network
http://ebi.missouri.edu

Headquartered at the University of Missouri, the Evidence Based 
Intervention Network offers an extensive section on evidence-based 
practices and programs, including helping tips on EBP selection, as well 
as resources for school RTI and problem-solving teams, EL resources, 
and much more.

• PRIME Implementation
http://www.primeimplementation.com/

Headquartered at the University of Connecticut Neag School of 
Education, PRIME Implementation is dedicated to creating resources 
and programs to help prevent lapses in fidelity of implementation in 
the classroom. Visitors here will find sections housing information on 
PRIME projects, resources, and a library for further investigation, 
among much else.
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Questions
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